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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2011-421
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: June 28, 2011
Committee(s) of Reference: RCD, F
Date of Analysis: June 28, 2011
Type of Action: Authorization to purchase restrictive easement
Bill Summary: The bill authorizes the City to enter into an agreement with the U.S. Navy and WW Family Ranch, LLC to purchase a restrictive easement over property located in the vicinity of Outlying Landing Field Whitehouse.  The City will contribute $306,907 (25%) of the easement purchase price, with the Navy providing the other $920,721 (75%).  
NOTE: the bill contains a scrivener’s error on p. 3, line 1: 2010-298-E should be 2010-598-E.
Background Information: The easement will be procured under the authority of a Multi-Year Encroachment Agreement entered into between the City and Navy in 2009 (Ordinance 2009-60-E) to help protect the area around Whitehouse Field from encroachment by development, particularly development which would generate light pollution that would reduce the value of the field to the Navy as a facility for jets practicing aircraft carrier landings which requires complete darkness to simulate conditions at sea.  The appraised value of the easement is $1,227,628.  The City has previously received funding in the amount of $500,000 from the state via 3 separate grants (2009-60-E for $200,000, 2010-598-E for $100,000 and 2010-867-E for $200,000) for easement purchases from which this appropriation will be drawn.
Policy Impact Area: Naval installation mission protection
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $306,907 in state grant funding as the City’s 25% match for the easement purchase.
Analyst: Clements
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